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MULTICULTURAL BUSINESS EXPO 
Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [12.55 pm]: Last Friday my electorate of Joondalup had the privilege of hosting 
the inaugural Multicultural Business Expo. Organised by the Immigrant Business Networking Association, MBex 
was a chance for Western Australians to celebrate the contribution and consider the opportunities migrants present 
to our state’s economy. For the inaugural event, MBex was run superbly and I want to make special mention of 
the event’s coordinators Cema Santos, CEO, and Mariane Bornelli, chief operating officer, of the IBNA. Cema 
and Mariane are passionate people and I look forward to many more IBNA events. 
MBex included more than 20 exhibitors offering a variety of services to small business owners, along with business 
workshops, to enable them to grow their companies. The day kicked off with a networking breakfast hosted by 
Jeremy Chetty of Student Edge titled “Crossing the border to success: the challenges of doing business far from 
home”. We were fortunate to hear the wisdom from the experience of panellists Huss Mustafa, general manager 
of Commonwealth Bank of Australia’s multicultural community banking; Kim Charles, Business Station chief 
executive; Lorraine Garvie, District 32 chief executive; Paul Manning, business coach; and Anna Kostechka from 
the Toronto Region Immigrant Employment Council. Their tales of business success in places that were once far 
away were both exciting and inspiring.  
The state government recognises that small business is vital to the creation of a strong economy and small business 
owners are to be encouraged and supported. It was great for Joondalup to host the inaugural Multicultural Business 
Expo and it demonstrates our area’s continued success in hosting vibrant events. We are already look forward to 
next year’s event. 
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